University of South Florida

Scholar Commons
Newspaper collection

The Weekly Challenger

2016-08-25

The Weekly Challenger : 2016 : 08 : 25
The Weekly Challenger, et al

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger

Recommended Citation
The Weekly Challenger, et al, "The Weekly Challenger : 2016 : 08 : 25" (2016). Newspaper collection. 398.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger/398

This is brought to you for free and open access by the The Weekly Challenger at Scholar Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Newspaper collection by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more
information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

3 COMMUNITY: USA Basketball

4 COMMUNITY: Patrick Murphy

6 COMMUNITY: SBA loans

7 COMMUNITY: Not My Son!

The Weekly Challenger







  



Log on to TheWeeklyChallenger.com
For Sports, Money Tips, Beyond the Bay, Recipes and much more!

Lushik
Couture:
Curvy
women’s
new home

A new
start for
Lakewood
Elem.

Johnnie Crawford III
Celebrated psychologist Dr. Umar Johnson spoke at the Palladium Theatre Aug. 13.
Priscilla Johnson
BY LAURA
MULROONEY
Staff Writer

PINELLAS PARK – Born
to be different, struggled to fit
in, Priscilla Johnson paved
her own path to success by
building confidence in others.
Johnson struggled with
her weight her entire life, tipping the scales at 450 pounds
at 19 years old. She fell into a
life of depression, heartache
and abuse: physical, emotional, sexual, drug and alcohol.
After finding her salvation
she became a nurse for 10
years, yet she was never
given the respect she deserved because of the size of
her hips.
“I remember going to
Dress for Success and they
couldn’t help me because
they didn’t carry my size.”
Johnson’s
workplace
abuse continued not due to
just her weight, but because
of her appearance as she was
unable to find professional
clothing in her size and she
didn’t have the money to buy
fabric to make her own.
“Even though I experienced abuse, I never forgot
See CURVY, page 8



BY RAVEN JOY
SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
One of the most sought
after African-American
public speakers stood on
stage at the Palladium
Theatre Aug. 13 and
broke down the educational system in American
and the reasons why our
black children are failing.

Sponsored
by
Brother Darius Muhammad and Demetris X of
1Nation Promotions, Dr.
Umar Johnson is a certified school psychologist
that specializes in working with at-risk, violent,
suicidal and depressed
African-American children. He is considered a
national expert on learning disabilities and their

effects on black children,
and how to help parents
and educators modify
challenging behaviors.
Johnson is a school
psychologist and a doctor
of clinical phycology. In
his daily work in the state
of Pennsylvania, he evaluates children and decides
who goes into special education, what children are
learning disabled, who’s

autistic, who is intellectually disabled and who’s
mentally gifted.
He also determines
what children need “special education for socalled
ADHD
(Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder), conduct
disorder
and
oppositional defiant disorder.”
See SCHOOL, pages 10

The outdoors isn’t just for white people
BY LAURA
MULROONEY
Staff Writer

TAMPA BAY – Walking the uneven paths of
Boyd Hill Nature Preserve lined with signs
that read “Do not molest
the alligators,” mosquitoes swarming, birds
chirping, leaves rustling
from the wind or some
unknown creature, as
the humidity dampens
the skin. This is an ideal
day for Hillary Van
Dyke.
A Florida native and
part of the Pinellas

County education system for the past eight
years, Van Dyke loves
being outside. Whether
mountain biking, white
water rafting or hiking,
she would often notice
that she was the only
black person in the
group.
Van Dyke is now the
leader of the Tampa
Bay chapter of Outdoor
Afro, “Where Black
People and Nature
Meet.”
“Many people don’t
go outside because of
the fact that it’s hot, who
cares if you’ll sweat your

Outdoor Afro, where black people get in
touch with nature.
hair out,” said Van else, I’ve made a differDyke. “If I get them out ence.”
once, even if they don’t
As a leader, Van
come back out with me, Dyke likes to focus on
if they take someone See OUTDOORS, page 5

BY LAURA MULROONEY
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
In the past, discipline has
been a primary issue at
Lakewood Elementary, in
some cases with discipline
referrals being twice that of
the other Transformation
Zone schools.
“Discipline will be the
focus,” this year according
to Johnnie Crawford III,
new principal at Lakewood
Elementary.
Crawford has made a
vow to both his students
and faculty that it is time to
“flip the script.”
“Off task behavior
should not be rewarded
with repeated one-on-one
time with the principal. Students who are on task and
exceeding expectations deserve visits to the principal’s
office
or
an
opportunity to eat lunch
with the principal.”
Students who are excelling and giving 100 percent, academically and
behaviorally, will be openly
acknowledged by the principal. Crawford has even
committed to special weekend events to ensure he acknowledges each and every
student personally.
Technology will be used
to
celebrate
student
achievement by running
videos and displaying photos during lunch that acknowledge
student
achievements, such as Student of the Month.
A new curriculum and
training are also being implemented this school year.
See PRINCIPAL, page 8

  




2

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2016

COMMUNITY NEWS
IN THE COUNTY COURT OF
THE SIXTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR
PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION
Case No.: 16-003322-CO
Sec.: 42
STONE’S THROW CONDOMINIUM
ASSOCIATION, INC.,
Plaintiff
vs.
PATRICK N. SWEAT, ET AL.,
Defendants
NOTICE OF SALE
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to an Order of a Final
Judgment of Foreclosure in the above-captioned action, I will sell
the property situated in Pasco County, Florida and the foreclosure
sale will be conducted online at www.pinellas.realforeclose.com
and is described as:
That certain parcel consisting of Unit 6204, Building VI, as
shown on Condominium plat of STONE’S THROW VI, a Condominium, according to the Condominium Plat Book 85,
Page(s) 13 through 19, Public Records of Pinellas County,
Florida and further described in that certain Declaration of Condominium recorded June 21, 1985 in Official Records Book
6017, Pages 2034 through 2152, together with such additions
and amendments to said Declaration and Condominium Plat
as from time to time may be made all as recorded Public Records
of Pinellas County, Florida; together with the exhibits attached
thereto and made a part thereof; and together with an undivided
share in the common elements appurtenant thereto. Commonly
referred to as: 6939 Stones Throw Circle N. #6204, St. Petersburg, Florida 33710.
at public sale, to the highest bidder for cash at 10:00 a.m., on the
16th day of SEPTEMBER, 2016. DATED this 9th day of August,
2016.
FRISCIA & ROSS, P.A.
George D. Root, III
Florida Bar #0078401
5550 West Executive Drive, Suite 250
Tampa, Florida 33609
E-Mail: groot@frpalegal.com
Phone (813) 286-0888
Fax (813) 286-0111
Attorney for Plaintiff, STONE’S THROW

C O N N E CT
WITH U S

Happy Worker's Learning Center
is soliciting Bids for Cleaning Services.



The Bid opens on Monday, August 29, 2016. Proposal
guidelines may be picked up from the Happy Worker's
Learning Center Office located at 920 19th Street South,
St. Petersburg, FL, 33712, Monday - Friday, from 9 - 3:30 PM.
The Bid closes on Monday, September 12, 2016 at 3:30 PM. Bids
received after the closing date and time will not be considered.

Please contact Natalie Jackson-Fuller
for further information at 727-894-5337.





 




 
 
 

City of St Petersburg
Notice to Offerors
Procurement & Supply Management
Sealed proposals will be received online by the Procurement & Supply Management Director,
City of St. Petersburg, Municipal Services Center, 5th Floor, One 4th Street North,
St. Petersburg, Florida, 33701 for: 952-58, Educational & Entrepreneurial Training Programs,
RFP No. 6180, pre-proposal conference to be held at 5:30 p.m. ET, Tuesday, August 30, 2016
at Enoch Davis Recreation Center, 1111 18th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705,
proposal online opening at 3:00 p.m. ET, Tuesday, September 13, 2016. A copy of this
solicitation can be obtained online on the Procurement Department website. For more
information please visit our website at http://www.stpete.org/purchase/solbidn.asp and click
on the Current Solicitations link, then Details for the RFP 6180. The City of St. Petersburg,
Florida reserves the right to accept or reject any and all proposals. The City reserves the right
to waive technicalities on proposals. The decision as to what constitutes a technicality shall
rest solely with Louis Moore, FNIGP, CPPO, Director of Procurement & Supply Management.

BE SURE TO
CHECK OUT
OUR ‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com

Donald asked what do blacks
have to lose?
Dear Editor:
It was the night of
April 4, 1968, in Indianapolis. A few minutes
before he was to speak at
a presidential campaign
rally, Senator Robert
Kennedy had been given
shocking news by his
aides that Dr. Martin L.
King had been shot and
killed in Memphis, Tenn.
Kennedy was told by
some law enforcement
not to go on with the rally,
for his safety could not be
guaranteed. He not only
ignored the warning, but
personally delivered the
news of King’s death to a
stunned mostly black audience.
Kennedy asked the audience which way they
wanted to precede, hatred
against all whites or a
rededication to nonviolence the way Dr. King
had. He also reminded his
mostly black audience that
his own brother had been
killed by a white man.
Many cities went up in
flames that night, including Washington, D.C.,
New York and Baltimore.
Not Indianapolis.
Last year Dylann Root
murdered Christians who
had invited him to a
prayer
service
in
Charleston, N.C. Candidate Jeb Bush canceled
his campaign appearance.
Last week riots broke out
in Milwaukee after a
black cop killed a young
black man, and GOP
presidential candidate
Donald Trump showed
up the next night to offer
his vision to black people.
Unlike Kennedy, however, Trump spoke to a
white audience miles
away from the black community that had erupted
in violence. He spoke to
black people from the
safety of a white audience. He told blacks how
bad there schools are and
that he would solve police
problems by hiring more
police.
The Donald continues

to tell black people how
bad the first black president is. He went as far as
to call President Obama
a founding father of the
terrorist group ISIS. If
Obama or any other liberal had made some of
the claim Trump gets
away with, they would be
branded traitors.
Just good ole partisan politics? Yes, if you
consider scapegoating
minorities, flip flopping
and lying good.
Trump supporters say
he is not a politicians and
he just tells it like it is.
Trump has not been
elected to an office, but
saying he is not a politician is not being honest.
He has used isolated incidents to denigrate whole
groups of people. Trump
lovers are littered with
people who are not comfortable in a world where
non-white men share
power.
Trump said he will
make America great
again and bring better
paying jobs. The Republican Party is against raising the minimal wage,
and Trump has even
cheated people who have
done work for him. He
wasn’t all that crazy about
buying American when it
came to two of the three
women he married.
Yet Trump wants
African Americans to consider him a viable choice
over Hillary Clinton. He
single
highhandedly
started the Birther movement, questioning President
Obama’s
presidential legitimacy.
How many people questioned where Ted Cruz or
John McCain was born?
They all have white American mothers, including
President Obama.
Trump seems to have
a dogged hatred for the
president as he questions
his leadership, wisdom
and patriotism. Could you
ever imagine anyone accusing President Bush of

being the leader of AlQaeda after 9/11? What
would have happened to
Jesse Jackson or Al
Sharpton if they had said
President Reagan was a
Grand Dragon of the
KKK?
This clown can throw
anything against the wall,
and it’s not only Obama
he is slandering. Think
about this, if Obama is the
founder of ISIS, then what
have our military men
and women been doing in
the Mid-East these last
seven years? He blamed
Obama and Clinton for
ISIS, and remember he
also blamed George Bush
during the Republican primaries. However, he hasn’t blamed the Syrian
President for murdering
his own people or the
Russian strongman he so
admires, Vladimir Putin.
If you think Trump or
the masters of obstruction in the Republican
controlled Congress are
going to find religion and
somehow make you believe we have reached the
promise land, I think you
are going to be disappointed. Can Clinton do
it? No I don’t think so, but
with all of her faults she is
more qualified.
Marco Rubin calls
Trump a con artist and
Jeb Bush called him the
chaos candidate. Building
walls is what the Soviets
did in Berlin. In a perfect
world Mother Teresa
would come back and
drop kick that rug off his
head. And I know something about strange hair!
Rivers-Cleveland
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Why the world will never catch up with USA basketball
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

It’s been 24 years since
the Dream Team made its
indelible mark on the 1992
Barcelona Games, where
the world’s love affair with
basketball truly began. It
had been played globally
for decades, sure, but it
truly exploded when this
collection of the game’s
demigods
including
Michael Jordan, Magic
Johnson, Larry Bird,
Charles Barkley and eight
other obscenely talented
players cut down the competition by shooting and
scoring and dunking at
will, with plenty of
style points to spare. Not
only did the Team USA
juggernaut grab the gold,
but it proved one thing to
the world definitively: if all
the other countries were
playing the game on earth,
then we Americans were
playing it in the stratosphere.
Years later at the 2000
Sydney Olympics, the
U.S. again won every
game on its way to the top
of the podium, but it was
hardly without breaking a
sweat. Even a squad that
featured the likes of Vince
Carter, Alonzo Mourning
and Kevin Garnett had to
scrap its way to gold during
the
elimination
rounds, topping Lithuania
by a lousy two points before beating France in the
final by ten points—not exactly an overwhelming
performance. A far cry
from the blowouts we’d
been accustomed to witnessing over the years, to
say the least. While we expected flashy fast breaks
and tomahawk dunks on
the way to one-sided drubbings, we instead got
closely contested games
from opponents who no
longer stood in mouthagape awe of the guys
wearing U-S-A across their
chests.
The unthinkable actually happened in the World
Championship of Basketball in Indianapolis, Ind. in
2002, when our team comprised of NBA players actually lost to international
opponents—not once, not
twice but three times. Argentina, Yugoslavia and
Spain not only tugged on
Superman’s cape but
yanked it right off. In front
of our home crowd we ultimately placed an embarrassing sixth place overall
in the tournament and as
bad as that was, the nadir
of U.S. basketball came
two years later at the
Athens Olympics when
Puerto Rico embarrassed
Team USA by thumping
them 92-73 in their opening game. The U.S. would
go on to suffer another
loss to Lithuania in group
play before being defeated
in the semifinals by Argentina. The mighty U.S.
had lost only two games in
its entire Olympic history
to that point dating back to
1936 but in that tournament alone it managed to
drop three. Although the
team regrouped and
bounced back to nab the
bronze, it felt like the end
of an era.
International players,
coaches and fans of the
sport had already begun
the whispering. Now it
had gotten louder. “Look
out USA, we have caught
up to you!” A restructuring
of the USA basketball program and its philosophy
was put in place to make
us king of the hill once
again, but before it could
really take effect, we stum-

bled again, this time at
the 2006 World Championships,
where
the
U.S. couldn’t solve Greece
in a semifinal game. Once
again, we had to settle for
third place and once again,
the notion that the world
had finally caught up to
the U.S. was making its
rounds all over the globe,
this time with even more
conviction. (Even as recently as the Rio Games,
naysayers pointed out the
fact that the U.S. had to
survive a few close games
against quality opponents
when once upon a time
they would have stomped
them like Godzilla.) Add to
the mix that these days international players are
commonplace on just
about every NBA roster
and the argument becomes more potent, some
will say.
Forgive me, but I think
that’s just a bunch of
horseradish. I’ll offer a few
reasons why:
For USA, talent can
trump chemistr y
Many countries, such
as perennial powerhouses
Spain, Argentina and
France go with the same
core of players every tournament, promoting team
unity and that all-important chemistry. The players come up through the
ranks together, practice together, play together so
naturally they are very intune with one another. The
stars know their roles on
the team, as do the supporting players. Brisk ball
movement becomes a
thing of beauty in their
hands as they share that
unspoken
bond
that
comes from years of competing on the court together.
And in this respect, the
Americans are at a disadvantage. The members of
Team USA play musical
chairs with every passing
tournament, as different
players are drawn from a
large pool of eligible participants. Rarely do you
have more than two or
three players appear in
consecutive tournaments.
This group that recently
struck gold in Rio featured
only two members—Kevin
Durant and the ageless
Carmelo Anthony—that
have ever even competed
in the Olympics before!
Furthermore, this version
of Team USA featured
only three players from
the 2014 World Championship team. (Those
guys beat everyone they
faced, by the way, by at
least 21 points.)
This makes Team
USA’s accomplishments
all the more impressive, if
you ask me. Our unrivaled
talent and athleticism is
often good enough to win
games but can you just
imagine if we had a select
team that was committed
to practicing and playing
together for months or
even years and traveled
the world to take on all
comers? Honestly, barring
malaria taking out half the
roster, I doubt there’d be a
single game the U.S. didn’t
win by at least 30
points. The reality is that
in a very short time frame
this team has to be thrown
together, gel as a unit with
reasonable chemistry and
be good enough to beat
every experienced international team it faces—
which it almost always
does. And nine times out
of 10 it does so with an exclamation point.
We can go deep
During any given tour-

CONNECT WITH US!

nament these days, no
one on seven continents
can touch us for depth.
Take an excellent team
like Serbia or France that
can come at you with its
starting five and run with
you for a quarter or even
a half. It’s only a matter of
time before the bench has
to play its role, and in this
respect, Team USA can
outshine anyone. When
you have a steady stream
of stars like James Harden
or Anthony Davis or
DeMar DeRozan checking into the game, playing
ferocious defense with
fresh legs and hitting their
shots, well, it’s just demoralizing for the opponents.
You simply can’t wear
down 12 men. The U.S.
just keeps throwing firepower on the floor, and if
one outside shooter is off
his game or a big man has
gotten himself into foul
trouble then there’s always someone ready to
rip off his sweats and pick
up the slack.
In the bigger picture,
USA Basketball has taken
steps to resurrect an interest and pride in playing for
the national team at any
level. According to FIBA,
international basketball’s
official ruling body, the
U.S. is ranked number
one not only in men’s and
women’s but in boys’ and
girls’ groupings as well.
And across the board in
these rankings, the gulf
between the Americans
and the runners up is bigger than the Atlantic
Ocean, which means we
constantly have a bottomless well of talent developing at every level, just
waiting for its chance to
win a gold medal or a
world championship.
The ‘A’ game lives
here
If you don’t honestly
believe the pinnacle of
professional basketball is
the NBA, then you should
just stick to your soccer
and bocce ball and things
you actually know. All you
other nations and programs, please don’t embarrass yourselves by
contesting this fact, as
scores of hopefuls from
every continent on earth
strive to be good enough
to one day play here. To be
fair, not only are more and
more of them are coming
over but so many players
on international team rosters have played their college ball at universities all
over the United States.
And these are huge
reasons why their countries’ national teams have
improved as much as they
have. Natural talent is one
thing, sure, but it has to be
nurtured and playing in
the best college programs
in the world, then at the
highest pro level in the
world, under the best
coaches in the world elevates your game. Team
Australia, which gave the
U.S. a headache in the Rio
preliminary games before
the Americans put them
away in the fourth quarter,
started five NBA players.
Spain and France—often
mentioned as the teams
that could give the
U.S. trouble in international tournaments—boast
many standout NBA players including Pau Gasol,
Ricky Rubio and Tony
Parker. All respect to the
advancement of these international programs over
the last 20-plus years, but
just imagine if these countries had to face American
NBA stars with just the talent that exists and is devel-

1992 Dream Team

2012 US Basketball Team

2016 US Basketball Team
oped within their own borders. Actually, you don’t
have to imagine it because
that scenario was already
played out in the 1992
Games, and we all know
how that tuned out.
Even when we stink,
we usually win
I watched the U.S. give
perhaps its worst effort in
years when it took on
Venezuela in a preliminary
game just before the Rio
Olympics. Believe it or
not, even a team with go-to
guys like Kevin Durant,
Demarcus Cousins and
Jimmy Butler can collectively fizzle on a given
night. It happens. We
missed shots consistently
and wound up a dreadful 4of-25 from behind the
three-point arc. But we
pounded the boards to collect second- and thirdchance points and played a
solid defense that was
good enough to hold the
South American country
to a scant 45 points—
which might’ve been
enough to win had the
Venezuelans gone head to
head with a middle school
girls’ team. Used to lighting up the board, the
Americans
themselves
only managed 80 in this
ugly contest—but still
thrashed their hapless opponents by 35 points.
Moral: when other
teams have a really bad
night, it usually means
they go down in flames.
When it happens to us—
even though it is rare—it
is a decent bet that we’ll
still somehow pull out a
win.
Coaches that bring it

all together
One thing U.S. Basketball chairman Jerry Colangelo wanted to end after
the 2002 and 2004 losses
was the revolving door of
coaches for Team USA. He
wanted a commitment
from the players to don
the USA jersey, sure, but
also wanted to lock in a
coach that would take the
reins and lead the program back to greatness.
When
Coach
Mike
Krzyzewski took over in
2006, it wasn’t just for that
year’s tournament but for
the next ten years, and the
softs-spoken mastermind
of Duke University basketball was the perfect fit
for the U.S. team. He not
only had to whip the players back into a ‘team first’
mentality but had to manage millionaire players’
egos, their playing time
and their respective roles
in the ever-changing version of Team USA—all
with only a few weeks to
do it before a tournament.
How did he do? His mindblowing
88-1
record
against international competition speaks for itself,
not to mention the hardware—three Olympic gold
medals and two world
championship trophies
that the U.S. bagged under
his leadership.
And now that Coach K
has finally stepped down,
despair not. With proven
winner coach Gregg
Popovich of the San Antonio Spurs slated to take
the helm, you can bet the
winning ways for Team
USA will continue.
Even if we stumble

now and then, we’re
still the best
With all this, I’m not
saying that the U.S. won’t
ever find itself on the short
end of the final score. We
probably will somewhere
down the line, as no team
or edition of any team is
completely
infallible.
Maybe one night USA’s
talent simply won’t be
enough to overcome spoton chemistry exhibited by
the other team. We could
play a terrible game on the
same night our opponents
play the game of their
lives. Or maybe on a given
night enough of our shots
simply won’t fall. But despite this, we will still win
far, far more games than
we will lose, no matter
what version of Team USA
hits the hardwood. The
fact is that our level of play
is miles ahead of everyone
else’s, and for us a loss is a
fluke and is ALWAYS considered an upset. Name a
single other nation that
can make that claim, past
or present.
For all those countries
out there thinking that the
world has caught up to
the Americans simply because we don’t always
trounce teams like the
Dream Team did back in
‘92, talk to me when
you can beat us half the
time, or even some of the
time, or hell, even a tenth
of the time. Getting the
better of us for only few
games over a quarter of a
century don’t mean you’re
our equal, it means you’re
our punching bag. And I
don’t see that changing
any time soon.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Obama, Biden pull out all stops for Patrick Murphy for U.S. Senate
TALLAHASSEE – As
President Barak Obama
and Democrats concentrate
on taking control of the
U.S. Senate, they place
Patrick Murphy high on
the list of candidates to
make that happen. For
President Obama, a Democratic majority in the Senate
is critical to preserving his
legacy. The president has
endorsed Murphy who is
taking his message to voters the old fashioned way,
by reaching out. Murphy
enjoys the fellowship of getting to know people in their
communities throughout
the Sunshine State.
President
While
Obama confirms his support for Murphy in television ads, Vice President
Joe Biden is often on the
campaign trail with the
congressman.
Crisscrossing the state
together they have visited
Jackson Soul Food in
Miami, Chef Eddie’s

Restaurant in Orlando,
and at Olean’s Café in Tallahassee.
“It’s the honor of a lifetime to campaign with
Vice President Biden,”
said Murphy. “I’m thrilled
to have the support of
Florida Democrats from
Democrats across the
country — including President Obama.”
In the television ads,
President Obama encourages Floridians to support
Murphy for U.S. Senate
saying, “I count on Patrick
Murphy. You can too.”
The President also
campaigned for Murphy in
June and recorded a radio
ad telling Florida voters, “I
need Patrick Murphy in
the Senate.”
Vice President Biden
has been similarly described by Murphy as “the
real deal” and a “raw talent.”
It isn’t hard to figure
out why Obama and Biden

are backing Murphy’s senate campaign. Murphy has
been a reliable ally for
President Obama in Congress, from supporting the
Affordable Care Act and
the President’s Climate
Action Plan, to working to
protect a woman’s right to
choose and defending Social
Security
and
Medicare.
Murphy has campaigned hard to fix our
criminal justice system
and immigration reform,
which are priorities he
shares with the President.
“I’m proud to be standing up to defend President
Obama’s legacy,” said
Murphy. “It’s a humbling
responsibility, too. We
have achieved so much in
the last eight years from
passing the Affordable
Care Act to raising the
minimum wage for millions of federal workers. In
the Senate, I promise to
build on that progress.”

Café Owner Olean McCaskill says she is naming a dish after the VP.
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VP Biden and candidate Murphy place their orders. The VP gets his
favorite, Mac & Cheese and black eyed peas.

Tallahassee Mayor Andrew Gillum, Vice President Joe Biden and
Democratic US Senate Candidate Patrick Murphy are greeted by Olean
McCaskill, owner of Olean’s Café during a surprise visit to the popular
restaurant, across the street from FAMU.
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Outdoor Afro, ‘Where Black People and Nature Meet’
From OUTDOORS page 1

“inspiring black people to
get back with nature
through history.” Each
event since April of this
year has been linked to either local or national history, some involving black
history, or indigenous and
European history.
The most successful
event to date was a kayaking trip where 15 participants tandem kayaked
through the Tampa Bay
waterways, learning the
importance of its ecosystem and tidbits from the
Tampa Bay history vault.

Founded initially as a
blog by Rue Mapp in 2009,
the Outdoor Afro has
grown into a full-time endeavor for Mapp and her
team. From a solo act to
overseeing 14 volunteers
and paid staff members,
Mapp has learned to embrace what she was meant
to do.
Mapp realized that people wanted to be a part of
something where other
people who looked like
them were doing outdoor
activities, and the Outdoor
Afro forum allowed people

to be a part of that.
“Outdoor Afro is my
true north professionally.
It’s not just a job but a
movement,” said Mapp.
A movement to connect people back with nature and focus on
self-healing.
“Ultimately with everything going on in the universe we need to take the
time to self-heal and chill,”
believes Van Dyke.
Mapp’s biggest challenge to date is the perception about black people in
nature.

CONNECT WITH US!

“Nature isn’t just for
children and the poor,”
said Mapp. “We’ve always
loved nature. Harriet Tubman was a wilderness
leader, how else could she
guide all those people to
freedom? We need to get
back the kind of nature
knowledge our ancestors
and grandparents had.”
In May of this year,
Mapp was able to bring together 60 new leaders to
Yosemite National Park in
California for a four-day
event, admittedly her
proudest moment to date

with Outdoor Afro. Leaders were provided with
starter packs, classes on
risk mitigation and instilling a group inclusive atmosphere.
“There was an instant
bond and community, almost like a family reunion… the event radiated
love, camaraderie and passion,” said Mapp.
The leadership program is for ordinary people; professionals of all
kinds can be an outdoor
leader. Mapp is looking for
people who aren’t necessarily outdoorsy but have a
fire in their belly to connect people to nature and
who can use their professional experience to feed
into their leadership role.
The idea is to shift the
visual representation of
who goes outdoors and to
reshape what outdoor
leadership looks like, making room for more people

in the conversation, according to Mapp.
Florida is the most recent state to join Outdoor
Afro, with networks in
Jacksonville, Tampa Bay
and Miami.
Van Dyke organizes
events at least one Saturday a month and one
Wednesday evening, what
she likes to call, “a redefined happy hour.”
“Outdoor Afro isn’t just
for trying new activities,
it’s for those who want to
feel part of the community,
new in town and want to
spark new friendships. It’s
a fun way to engage with
the community,” said Van
Dyke.
For more information
Outdoor Afro can be found
on Facebook at Outdoor
Afro - St. Petersburg/
Tampa Bay Area and
Meetup at Outdoor-AfroSaint-Petersburg-Tampa.
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What small businesses should
know about SBA loans
BY CHRISTOPHER KNEER
Guest Columnist

A business seeking
funds to grow should look
into the possibility of acquiring a Small Business Administration 7(a) loan.
Vicki Doble and her family wanted to expand the
Tampa Bay Brewing Company with a second location
in Westchase. USAmeriBank helped them to obtain an
SBA loan and achieve that
goal.
“The whole SBA process
went very smoothly and the
entire SBA team was extremely helpful,” Doble said.
“We had anticipated the standard 20 percent overage in
construction costs, but when
costs were a little more than
expected, we went back to
USAmeriBank for more
money, and they made it
work for us.”
There are some misperceptions that the process to
obtain an SBA loan is extremely long and complicated, but an experienced
SBA lender can guide you
through the necessary steps.
The general timeframe for
approval is usually 45-60
days.
If you’re thinking about
pursuing an SBA loan for
your business, here are
some of the most common
questions, and the subsequent answers, I am asked
about SBA loans:
What is an SBA loan
and why can it be a good
option?
An SBA loan is a standard business loan made by
a bank, but it carries the
backing of the Small Business Administration, which
allows the lender to make
loans that might not meet

conventional criteria. Because it carries this backing,
an SBA loan can be a good
option if you are light on collateral, have minimal liquidity or are a new business. If
the loan is approved, the government will guarantee between 75 and 85 percent
depending on the amount.
What types of businesses qualify for SBA
loans?
Most small businesses
are eligible to apply for an
SBA loan, but you must be
an operational, for-profit business to qualify. Borrowers
can use SBA loans for any
business-related purpose,
like hiring new employees,
purchasing inventory or
equipment, acquiring a new
building and consolidating
debt. SBA loans do have
some restrictions. They can’t
be used to buy investment
property, like an apartment
complex.
What are some of the
key factors to qualify?
Approval is largely based
on a borrower’s cash flow
and ability to pay back the
debt. The bank and the SBA
will analyze your company’s
financial history and your
personal financial statement.
They’ll want to see your
credit score and how your
business is doing, and will
also consider how you’ll use
the loan. The amount of
money you would need to
put down to secure an SBA
loan is determined on a caseby-case basis.
What information do I
need to provide the
lender to apply for an
SBA loan?
To apply, business owners need to provide a current
personal financial statement,
three years’ worth of both

business and personal tax returns, and other items depending on the deal.
First-time commercial borrowers may need help putting together a business plan
and getting their financials
together. A bank can help
and suggest nonprofits, like
SCORE or a Small Business
Development Center in your
area.
How do I get started?
You’ll need an idea of
what specifically you would
use the funds for and how
much you are requesting.
Once you know that, you can
meet with a bank. It’s important to work with a bank that
does a lot of SBA lending, so
you can work with a banker
who knows the rules and
regulations and how to get
the application done quickly
and efficiently.
Christopher Kneer is Senior Vice President, Business
Banking Manager and SBA
Program Manager for USAmeriBank. Kneer has more
than 20 years of banking experience in the Tampa Bay
area. He joined USAmeriBank in 2011 to grow and
manage the business banking
team and create the bank’s
SBA program, which has
ranked first among Tampa
Bay’s top SBA lenders for
three straight years. For more
information on SBA loans,
email SBAInfo@usameribank.com or call 1-866-9792265.
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Clergy, community and police agree, Not My Son!
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The pastor of Faith
Church, Rev. J.C. Pritchett
II, led a group of community residents and police
officers from the Enoch
Davis Center through the
Campbell Park neighborhood to spread the Not
My Son pledge message
after three recent homicides of African-American
men within the last three
weeks.
“I’m here canvassing
the neighborhood near
Enoch Davis for Not My
Son, which is parent and
student pledges to help
our students and community stay safe away from
gun violence,” said Karen
Davis-Pritchett, the wife of
Rev. Pritchett.
The Pritchetts were accompanied by an entourage that met, greeted
and inform community
residents of all ages along
their half-mile trek last Fri-

day evening. Several of the
accompanying
officers
grew up in the area, so
they knew some of the residents who greeted them
warmly. Everyone participating in the walk handed
out the Not My Son pledge
cards specifically worded
for the youth on one side
and for the parents on the
other.
Not My Son is a part of
the My Brother’s and Sister’s Keepers initiative that
was born from President
Obama’s 2014 campaign
called
My
Brother’s
Keeper, a public-private
partnership of the United
States Federal Government to promote intervention by civic leaders in the
lives of young men of color
to address their unique
challenges and to promote
racial justice.
The City of St. Petersburg expanded President
Obama’s campaign to include young women in addition to young men ages
12-24.
The initiative, which

launched earlier this summer, has seen large
crowds of pastors, city officials and people from all
walks of life have joined
forces to go out into various
communities
to
spread awareness of
neighborhood problems,
how to prevent more problems and to get parents
and young adults to sign
the Not My Son pledge.
“It is important that all
adults are involved in
these conversations with
our youth. It is essential
that we give a consistent
message of love and help
them set goals to reach
their potential,” said
Davis-Pritchett.
The next Not My Son
canvassing activity will be
this Friday, Aug. 26 at 7
p.m. People will gather at
New Jerusalem M.B.
Church, 1715 18th Ave. S,
and spread out into the
surrounding neighborhood.
For more information,
log on to stpete.org/mbsk
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At Lakewood Elem., students are sent to the
principal’s office for doing well

Lushik Couture: Changing the way curvy women
see themselves

From PRINCIPAL, page 1

From CURVY, page 1

Eureka Math from Great
Minds, which strives to
connect math to the real
world through logical progression and in ways that
take the fear out of math
and build student confidence, will be implemented for the first time
this year.
Also, the American
Reading Program, which
is an intervention program
designed to support students who are not making
progress in the general
education classroom, will
be a great learning tool.
“Effective lesson plans
that [are] relevant, rigorous and differentiated will
decrease disciplinary issues,” said Crawford.
Lakewood Elementary
has welcomed 16 new
teachers to the campus,
resulting in a change of
more than half of last
year’s teaching staff. Six
are brand new to the profession, while the remain-

ing 10 are veteran teachers.
Crawford
acknowledges that one of his
biggest challenges in his
past has been getting
teachers who are new to
the school acclimated to
new processes, procedures and expectations
that may be very different
from what they are accustomed to.
To combat this challenge, Crawford has implemented
morning
meetings with training designed to build a sense of
community in the classroom, while simultaneously helping students
transition from home to
the school environment
and set the stage for learning.
Now starting his fifth
year as an elementary
school principal, Crawford
said, “I feel honored to be
here [at Lakewood Elementary School]. I am

proud that I was given the
opportunity to serve.”
He believes educators
save lives every day and
he will continue his quest
to save lives by working
with all stakeholders:
members of the community, parents, teachers/
staff and especially the
students.
Lakewood Elementary
is in need of volunteers
and mentors, as well as individuals from the community willing to speak at
their Great American
Teach In Wednesday, Nov.
16, or 5000 Role Models
meetings, a dropout prevention intervention program for minority boys
at-risk of dropping out of
school and/or choosing a
life of crime.
For more information
contact Lakewood Elementary at 727-893-2196.

Lakewood Elementary
Johnnie Crawford

Education: Johnnie Crawford began working in Pinellas
County Schools in 1998. He served as a classroom teacher at
Osceola High School, an assistant principal at Tarpon Springs
Middle and Northwest Elementary schools and a principal at
Lynch Elementary. Crawford earned a bachelor’s degree in
Political Science from the University
of Florida and a master’s degree in
Public Administration. He also received a
certification in Educational Leadership
from the University of South Florida.
Address: 4151 Sixth St. S, St. Petersburg
Phone number: (727) 893-2196
School hours: 8:05-3:35 a.m.
Website: www.pcsb.org/lakewood-es

Open House:
Thursday, Sept. 8, 6-7:30 p.m.
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how I felt sitting there in the
interview and even on the
job, looking a mess,” she
said.
Johnson started talking
to women about changing
their hair and how certain
outfits would accentuate
their curves better. Sometimes she even bought outfits for other women just
because.
“I promised that if I ever
had a store I wanted to have
pieces for all women, so
they can always look and
feel their best,” said Johnson.
Her life and her sanity
were saved by her love of
fashion and her desire to
help others.
In May of this year Johnson opened Lushik Couture, a store designed for
plus size women. Her store
specializes in professional,
classy and customized
clothing for women who are
otherwise overlooked in the
fashion industry.
Johnson provides an environment for women to
shop and feel relaxed.
“[Some] women are so
happy that I have a store
that caters to plus sized
women,” said Johnson. “It’s
a place they can go to and
not
be
discriminated
against. They feel comfortable due to me also being an
overweight person, so it’s
relatable. And plus I know
what our complaints are, I
have pieces that will be true
to size and can’t be seen
through.”
Johnson stocks the
store with sizes from 14 to
10X, with prices ranging
from $10 on up.
Lushik Couture is currently the only store in
Florida to offer Kiyonna
brand clothing, a clothing
line aimed at providing sophisticated style to plus
sized women.
Along with the Kiyonna
brand, Johnson has customized skirts and shoes for
her customers.
Johnson has been manipulating clothing since she
was a child watching the Oscars, “dressing myself up

was something that made
me feel like a woman, a
human,” said Johnson.
“When no one was around I
would wear my clothing and
act as if I were a model. It
was more therapeutic for me
to create, to sing and to
write.”
Currently summer items
are still available, with several conservative pieces.
Plans for revamping her
store are in the works where
she will offer more custom

pieces in the near future.
Store hours are Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday
from noon to 5 p.m. Friday
from noon to 7:30 p.m. and
Saturday from 11-5:30 p.m.
The store is closed on
Thursdays and Sundays, but
you can call for an appointment after hours.
Lushik Couture is located at 4291 73rd Ave, N,
Pinellas Park. For more information, please call 727914-3493.
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Dr. Umar Johnson: The prince of Pan-Africanism
From SCHOOL, page 1

“In order to understand
special education, you have
to understand the Brown v.
Board of Education,” he
said.
In 1954, the United
States Supreme Court said
no longer could race be a
factor in educational decision-making. Ten years later
in 1964 most school districts
in America were still largely
segregated by race. In 1974,
20 years after the landmark
decision and 10 years after
the Civil Rights Act, many
district had yet to integrate.
“So the busing movement began,” said Johnson.
In many cities across
America they bused black
kids into white schools,
such as Boston, he said,
where “white people stood
up and fought against forced
bussing of black children to
white schools. They turned
over busses; they bombed
them, they beat up black
children.”
Johnson explained that
these acts made America
look bad internationally.
“They didn’t care about
black children, but they didn’t like the image of the socalled leader of the free
world looking like a hypocrite,” he stated.
Johnson revealed that a
psychologist out of Chicago
purposed a plan to let white
school districts re-segregate
the black children away
from the whites.
“Only this time don’t say
you’re doing it because they
are black, say you are doing
it because he’s retarded,”
Johnson said. “Take the
black girl and put her in a
segregated class not because she’s black but say
she has a reading disability.”
So in 1975 when special
education was created, it

gave school district the right
to re-segregate the black
child away from the white
child with the excuse of the
inability to learn, he said.
School to prison
pipeline
In a surprise twist, Johnson said that parents willingly participate in the
school to prison pipeline operation. Parents participate
by letting the school district
evaluate their children.
“Don’t tell me St. Petersburg schools put your child
in special education. Stop
telling what they did and
start telling me what you
did,” he exclaimed. “I,
they…you cannot test them,
you cannot place them, you
cannot special educated
them unless a parent signs
their name. You get the
whole show started.”
He revealed that there
are two million African
Americans in jail and there
are two million black children in special education.
“Half the black children
in St. Pete and in Tampa in
special education don’t need
to be there,” he said.
Johnson called special
education a trash can where
they throw black children
the schools doesn’t want to
be bothered with until they
are old enough to go to jail,
dropout or get killed.
“Special education is a
human trash can.”
In another twist, Johnson said most of the diagnoses they give cannot be
proven that they even exist.
“The reading disability is
a professional opinion, that’s
it. The math disability is a
professional opinion, that’s
it. ADHD is nothing more
than a white psychologist’s
opinion about your black
child,” he averred.






“There’s no blood test
for a learning disability;
there’s no CAT scan for
ADHD. There’s no MRI for
an emotional disturbance,
there’s no urine sample for
mental retardation,” he explained. “There’s no x-ray
that you can give to prove
100 percent that your child
has this disability.
Johnson said parents
take home these labels to
children and kills their motivation. The worst side effect of special education, he
feels, is that it becomes selffulfilling prophecies.
“In fact, most of our children do not have a specific
learning disability, they have
what I refer to as a Sloppy
and Lazy as Hell Negro
Child Disease,” he said, as
the crowd broke out in
laughter.
Johnson said it’s not that
your child cannot learn, but
that they can care less because most of them think
they are going to the NFL or
the NBA.
ADHD
Thirty billion dollars a
year Wall Street makes off
parents putting their kids on
ADHD medicine, Johnson
said.
Attention Deficit Disorder was added to the diagnostic manual in 1980, and
Johnson said that was no coincidence.
“What was going on in
America in 1980,” he asked.
“The CIA started dropping
off crack in the ghettos.
They started mass incarceration of black men for selling the government’s dope.
So the men were going to
jail and since the man is usually the disciplinarian, black
boys at home had more
freedom.”
In 1987 they added an

“H” to Attention Deficit Disorder, making it AttentionDeficit/Hyperactivity
Disorder because there is
no drug that can make your
child pay attention, he said.
“They were losing
money because there wasn’t
enough prescription being
written, so seven years later
the drug companies force
the psychiatric association
to put on an “H” to justify the
medication of your children.”
A few of the diagnostic
criteria for ADHD includes
failure to pay attention, taps
with hands or feet and is unable to play quietly.
“What child do you
know, black or white rich or
poor, plays quietly,” asked
Johnson, who said that is
normal behavior for a black
boy.
Since schools are operated mostly by women,
Johnson stated, “being a
normal black boy does not
fit within the culture of a female dominated institution.
When your sons go to
school he’s expected to act
like a girl and when he can’t
he’s considered to be diseased.”
He recommends to
school districts all over the
United States that seek his
help to hire more strong
black male teachers.
But Johnson has little
doubt more black male
teachers will be recruited.
He feels that in order to
keep the society functioning
the way it is, the educational
system must remain broken.
“They are sending black
boys to jail instead of college
because black folks are no
longer necessary in order
for the American economic
order to function. You were

brought to America to
serve. You have served your
purpose,” he stated.
For Johnson, ADHD
stands for Ain’t No Daddy At
Home Disorder. He said 85
percent of black boys diagnosed with ADHD do not
have a father in their lives.
“This has nothing to do
with drugs or psychiatry.
This is about destabilizing
the black family by removing the father and leaving
the mother to do a man’s
job.”
Being a school psychologist, Johnson has seen the
devastating effects of drugs
prescribed to children diagnosed with ADHD. Drugs
such as Ritalin are classified
as a Schedule B drug, which
means it is as dangerous
and addictive as cocaine and
opium.
“This is what you give
your child. Do you realize
these drugs kill brain cells?
Do you realize these drugs
cause heart attacks, strokes,
diabetes, epilepsy, psychosis, suicidal tendencies,
homicidal behavior?”
Johnson has seen children talking themselves and
even urinating and defecating on themselves while on
these drugs.
“A high school boy urinated on himself because
his brain did not know that
his bladder was full because
the drugs messed up the
neurological communication system that lets the
brain tell the bladder that it
is full,” he said.
Johnson advised parents
to stop letting the school tell
them their child need these
drugs.
“A teacher can’t tell you
your child needs drugs…
she ain’t no damn doctor.”
Trifling parents

“It’s nothing more trifling than a black parent
who puts a black child in
special education when you
know the problem is laziness,” Johnson proclaimed.
“But, but, but…apples don’t
fall far from the trees from
which they sprout.”
Johnson often says
when speaking about academic failure to not show
him a child that’s failing
school, but show him the
parent that is failing the
child. He said children do
not drop out of school until
their parents dropout of
their lives.
He wants parents all
over the United States to
know that they have certain
rights that should never be
vacated.
“You have the right to
say no,” he said, when the
school comes calling to evaluate your child.
It’s more than one reason a child could be below
grade level, such as suspensions, inept teachers and
even the lack of teachers.
Oftentimes students have to
deal with substitutes teachers for long periods of time.
“You parents have to be
very firm in protecting your
children,” Johnson explained. “The first thing a
school does is do an evaluation of black parents to determine which ones you can
get over on and which ones
you cannot. If you are an
easy black parent, your children will suffer.”
Johnson said every
school has what he calls a
black list, which is a short
list of black parents you cannot get over on because
they will come to the school
and raise hell.
“If you are not on that
black list you are not with

“A Good Education
Begins With Good VISION”
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your children,” he said “because having a lazy black
parent is like having no
damn parent at all.”
“We can talk about white
supremacy, but what about
trifling black people? We can
talk about racism all day, but
what about you not being on
your child?”
He asked the crowd if
they check their children’s
homework every night, or if
they do drive-bys afterschool. Many in the audience had no idea what an
afterschool drive-by was so
he explained: “That’s when
you pop the hell up and see
if they’re doing what they
are supposed to be doing!”
Johnson wanted to know
if he walked into many of
their homes, would there be
a bookshelf, a dictionary or
a thesaurus.
“I know you got the
HDTV, the Xbox, the laptop,
a cell phone,” he said. “But
do you have any books in
your house? In fact, is there
even a table and chairs anywhere in that damn home
where that child can sit
down for 10 minutes and get
their work done without any
interruptions from the
radio, television or your telephone conversation?”
Johnson said he could
walk into any parent’s home
and tell them if they are a
part of the school to prison
pipeline.
He admonished parents
for letting their children
spend hours upon hours on
social media, and told them
to stop buying Christmas
gifts that distract their children from focusing.
“Some of you are letting
your children invest too
much time in things that will
see to it that they spend
their lives in poverty or in
prison.”
According to Johnson,
the number one responsibility of a black parent is to

teach their child discipline,
which is “the ability to do
what your child don’t feel
like doing when it got to be
done whether they like it or
not.”
If a child cannot put their
phone down and do their assignments, or if they cannot
self-regulate their behavior
and delay gratification, then
the parent has failed.
“If you haven’t taught
your child that you have to
learn how to do what you
don’t want to do in order to
be in a position to do the
things you like to do, then
you’re raising a felon-ass
child,” Johnson said.
The black boy problem in public schools
In different pedagogical
circles it has been purported that black males
learn differently from other
students. Many feel that
their attention span, aggression and energy levels are
different from their peers.
However, Johnson does not
subscribe to that point of
view.
“The problem is not the
boy,” he said. “The problem
is how black boys are
treated. Don’t work on the
black boy; work on the
teacher teaching the black
boy.”
Johnson said that since
93 percent of the teachers
are white females in a
racially privileged society,
and “you can never hold the
white females responsible
for the miseducation of the
black child because American is based on the principal
of black domination in the
service of white success.”
The public education
problem, Johnson said, is an
easy fix, but he feels public
education was never design
to properly education black
children in the first place.
“If you properly educate
a black boy, you put white
power at risk. If you prop-

erly educate a black boy,
you offset the American social order. If you properly
educate a black boy, you put
them in the position to rival
the white boy for political
domination of American society.”
Johnson posits that public school will continue to fail
in order for white privilege
to stay in place, stating that
black boys must prefer basketball to science, football to
mathematics, and black girl
must prefer twerkin’ to arithmetic.
“The purpose of public
school is to teach the children of the oppressed their
place in society. The reason
why black boys are taught
by white women is because
it’s her job to break their
spirit, to snatch his masculinity,” he said.
Special education
“Special education is a
hustle, a racket, a business.”
Johnson explained that
every time a child is put in
special education, the
school gets paid. Once a
child is qualified as learning
disabled, autistic, having a
speech impediment, deaf or
blind, traumatic brain injury,
ADHD or orthopedically impairment, their names goes
into the state department of
education’s computer and at
the end of the month an
electronic transfer of funds
is sent to the school district.
“It’s called a welfare
check for mis-educating
[sic] black children. And if
you want to know why they
won’t take black kids out of
special education, it’s because it’s not financially in
their best interest.”
Just as an example,
Johnson used numbers
from another school district
to show how special education is actually a moneymaking business.
A child in special education is worth $7,000 more a

year than a child that is not
in special education. If that
child is put into special education in the second grade,
the district has 10 more
years of collecting that
$7,000. Seven thousand dollars times 10 years equals
$70,000 for one kid.
How much money is the
Pinellas County School District making off of black
kids in the name of special
education, he asked.
How to get out of special education
Johnson said parents
need to know that they can
take their children out of
special education whenever
they feel like it.
“You have to call an IEP
meeting,” he stated. “If you
don’t agree that the special
education class is benefiting
your children, you tell them
you want to change your
child’s placement.”
The school district can
challenge you and take it to
the state. The state will then
decide if your child should
be moved out of special education. According to Johnson, 95 percent of the time
they will exit the child.
He wants parents to understand that if they don’t
agree with the evaluation on
their child, they have a right
to an independent educational evaluation.
“Federal law gives you
the right to disagree with
the conclusion of the evaluation. Parents have a right to
request their own Florida
state certified school psychologist to evaluate their
child, and the school district
must pay the bill.”
Also, if you child was in
special education for a couple of years and has not
learned anything, you can
make the district pay for
your child to go to a private
school.
“Federal law says that if
a parent can prove that the

school district cannot meet
the needs of this special education child, the school district must pay for that child
to go to a private school,” he
said.
Compensatory education
For example, if your
child was diagnosed mentally challenged in the second grade and you found in
the eighth grade that it was
a misdiagnosis, the school
district now owes you compensatory education for the
six years your child was in
special education.
So they have to add
up180 school days for the
six years that your child sat
in a special education class,
and that money goes into an
account for tutoring, special
programs and therapy.
Johnson explained that it
works in the other direction
also. For example, if a parent was told that their child
didn’t qualify for speech and
language help and the parent finds out they did have a
speech and language impairment, the district will
owe the parent for all the
years their child should
have been in special education and was denied service.
There is now a two-year
statute of limitations on educational claims, Johnson
said, “Since black people
have been waking up all

across the country and
fighting for their child’s
rights.”
If your child is in special
education and it’s time to
graduate and they are not
ready, you can make the district continue to educate
them.
“Under law, he said, “a
child with disabilities can be
educated until age 21 or
when they are ready to
graduate.”
A tutor will come out to
the child’s home or meet
them at the library every
day until he or she is academically competent.
***
Johnson has been working tirelessly to open the
Frederick Douglass & Marcus Garvey International
Leadership Academy for
Black Boys. It will be America’s first private K-12 residential
academy
for
African-American
males
based upon the principles of
traditional African culture,
Pan-African
leadership,
community self-determination and cooperative entrepreneurship.
“It will be a game
changer,” Johnson said, revealing that he’s even open
to St. Petersburg as the location.
For more information on
Dr. Umar Johnson, log on to
drumarjohnson.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  








  

  

 




  



 
 

    
  
   
  
    






Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.
  

 


  










Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.






Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.


 

 
  


Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  




 



 

      
  
  





  
 
 
 
 

  






Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM Joy
Scripture – “I AM exceeding joyful in all tribulation (I Corinthians 7:4).”
Denial – “I release and let
go of all sadness and sorrow.”
Affirmation – “I AM the
joy of the Lord.”
Many people confuse joy
with happiness. Joy is the
spiritual ability to manifest
love even during times of
sadness, sorrow and grief.
Happiness is the natural
emotion of being glad as a result of what’s happening in
our lives. I desire live in a
state of both joy and happiness. When things are not
going my way, the joy of the
I AM manifests. The joy of
the Lord is my strength and
empowers me to keep mov-

ing forward despite circumstances (Nehemiah 8:10).
When things are turning out
the way that I expected them
to happen, I feel happy
(Proverbs 3:13). Both joy and
happiness are my birthright
as a child of God.
In Psalms 100, David
teaches us how to demonstrate joy during the most
challenging times. When I
feel sad, out of my love for
God, I still make a joyful
noise. Out of my love for
God, I also serve the Lord
with gladness even when I
have an experience of grief.
When my emotions are sorrowful, I still practice the
presence of God through
singing. I AM only able to do
this because I know who I




 

Victory Christian Center Church




AM. I AM love. I AM joy.
No matter how depressed I feel, I still take care
of myself because I love myself. Self-love and self-care in
the midst of crisis is pure joy.
No matter how low my emotions are I do put myself in
danger or do anything that
will harm me because I love
myself. This is type of joy
comes from within and is the
manifestation of the I AM.
The I AM enables me to be
loving towards others and
manifest a positive attitude
during the darkest of times. I
AM love. I AM joy.
Reflection Question –
List and describe a time in
your life where you experienced pure joy.

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Worship
Sunday
   
10:30 a.m.
  

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
First Mt. Zion MBC

Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY AT
THE SHIP - The Friendship
Missionar y Baptist Church,
which is often referred to as
“THE SHIP”, will hold their regular Worship Sunday Services at
7:45 am, 10:45 am and Sunday
Church School at
9:30
am.“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM
12:00 NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM
(THE BEST ONE HOUR OF
YOUR DAY) AND “PRAYER &
WEDNESDAY IN THE WORD”
ALONG WITH “YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT 7:00 PM –
THE COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO JOIN US -- YOU
DON'T WANT TO MISS ANY
OF OUR “WEDNESDAY
IN
THE WORD” STUDIES IN
GOD'S WORD. The public is
welcome to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will find that
all services place great emphasis
on our Savior Jesus Christ and
His loving atonement for all
mankind. The Pastor, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Official Family and

the entire Church Family extend
to you a cordial invitation to join
“THE SHIP” in fellowship.
August at the Ship
AUGUST 27, 2016 – 9:OO
AM UNTIL 1:00 PM – SECURITY/ERT TRAINING.
AUGUST 28, 2016 – ALL
MINISTRY
LEADERS:
BUDGET REQUEST FORM
FOR 2017 IS DUE.
AUGUST 30, 2016 – ELECTION DAY – DON'T FORGET
TO VOTE
GET READY FOR SEPTEMBER:
SEPTEMBER 7, 2016 AT
7:00 PM – WEDNESDAY
NIGHT LIVE – ADULT MASS
CHOIR/MAE CHORUS AND
THE 2ND SUNDAY USHERS
TO SERVICE. THE TRIBE OF
BENJAMIN (SEPTEMBER),
THE FRIENDSHIP LAYMEN
AND MALE CHORUS WILL BE
IN CHARGE OF THE FAMILY
LOVE FELLOWSHIP DINNER.
THOSE BORN IN THE
MONTH OF SEPTEMBER

PLEASE SEE YOUR CAPTAIN,
SIS. MARY DUNBAR.
SEPTEMBER 17, 2016 AT
10:00 AM – THIRD QUARTER
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE –
ALL MINISTRY LEADERS ARE
TO BE IN ATTENDANCE.
“THE SHIP” won't sail without YOU! For additional information
on
any
of
the
announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionar y Baptist
Church 3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, 33712 Church
Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net Visit Our FACEBOOK
PAGE Visit West Coast Baptist
District Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED
A
RIDE
TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300 –
MONDAY – FRI. FROM 9 AM 3 PM.

First Mt. Zion is completing the final two nights of a
spirit filled revival Thursday,
Aug. 25 and Friday, Aug. 26.
Service begins at 7:30
pm. The revivalist for this

year is the Reverend James
Holt, pastor of the True
Faith and Deliverance Community Church of our city.
All are invited to come
hear this dynamic preacher

as he boldly delivers the
word of GOD.
First Mt. Zion is located
at 1121 22nd Street South.
Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr.
is pastor.

St. Mark MBC
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a lost world hungry and thirsty for the word
of God. At St. Mark, we as a
body of believers are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of

His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for the Month of
August 2016
Aug 28
Rescheduled from August 21: Ministry Photos for 85th
Anniversary Booklet immediately after morning worship services
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union
is each Sunday: 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to come
out to study the Bible with

us, and learn “What Baptists
Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.
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